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PART ONE

SEX WITH THE CENSOR
directed by Laura LeBleu
featuring Sam Johnson & Audrey “Andie” Schaffer

DRINKING PROBLEM
directed by Laura LeBleu
featuring Corrine Gelfan & Sam Johnson

THE CONTRACT
directed by Judy Merrick
featuring Laura LeBleu & Audrey “Andie” Schaffer

WHAT WE’RE UP AGAINST - act one
directed by Sands Hall
featuring Trish Adair, Judy Merrick, Hunter Reed, 
Tea Wade & T.E. Wolfe

INTERMISSION

PART TWO 

WHAT WE’RE UP AGAINST - act two

a

THE SHORTS

THE SHORTS is presented in 2 parts with a 10 minute intermission.
Videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.



THE PRODUCTION TEAM

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Director ........................................................................................................ SANDS HALL
Director .................................................................................................... LAURA LEBLEU
Director ...................................................................................................... JUDY MERRICK

Stage Manager ...................................................................... HOLLI HIRAOKA-HURST
Scenic Designer ....................................................................................  SCOTT GILBERT
Lighting Designer .................................................................................. HUNTER REED
Costume Consultant ................................................ PAULETTE SAND-GILBERT
Props Manager ........................................................................... JILLINE HENDERSON

House Manager ....................................................................................... ARIEL ELLIOTT
Poster Design ................................................................................ DANIEL NOFSINGER
Photography & Program Design ............................................................ HEIDI GRASS

BEN MILNER & THE UNCHURCH 
HUNTER REED, CHRISTI COLOMBO, AUGUST REED & NORI REED

PETER MASON
THE NEVADA THEATRE

and MICHELE NESBIT FOR EVERYTHING

THE CAST
IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE 

Sex with the Censor
Woman .......................................................................... AUDREY “ANDIE” SCHAFFER
Man ........................................................................................................... SAM JOHNSON

Drinking Problem
Renny ................................................................................................... CORINNE GELFAN
Bartender .................................................................................................. SAM JOHNSON

The Contract 
An Agent ................................................................................................. LAURA LEBLEU
An Actor ....................................................................... AUDREY “ANDIE” SCHAFFER

What We’re Up Against
Stu ...................................................................................................................... T.E. WOLFE
Ben ............................................................................................................... HUNTER REED
Eliza ............................................................................................................. JUDY MERRICK
Janice ............................................................................................................ TRISH ADAIR
Weber ................................................................................................................ TEA WADE

a



ABOUT THE CAST
Trish Adair (Janice - What We’re Up Against) has been seen in the Nevada 
County theater scene frequently in the past 25 years. Some of her favorite 
roles include Blanche in A Streetcar Named Desire, Martha from Who’s 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf, Corine from Gideon’s Knot, which won her an 
Elly for Best Actor in a dramatic role, and an opportunity to perform in the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival in Scotland. Trish had the honor of playing The 
Beadle in Sweeney Todd,  Margerie in Hand to God in Sacramento, Margaret 
in The Drowning Girls, and her latest and greatest role, grandma to little 
Hudson. Trish would like to thank her family, friends and Danny for putting up 
with this insane passion she has for the stage

Corinne Gelfan (Renny - Drinking Problem) A native Californian joins us 
from Hollywood after a 25 year professional theatrical career. She has 
worked with such names as Jack Lemmon in Idiot’s Delight at the Ahmanson 
Theater and Chita Rivera in Anything Goes at the San Bernadino Civic Light 
Opera. TV appearances include General Hospital, One Day at a Time, and 
Police Woman Centerfold, as well as numerous commercials. Her work in 
the theatre continued in Grass Valley with musicals such as Side by Side by 
Sondheim, Into the Woods and Nunsense and she explored dramatic depth 
in Harold and Maude and The Last Lists of my Mad Mother (both Elly Award 
nominations.) Her talent for comedy was on display in Bye Bye Birdie, Death 
Trap, Calendar Girls & Fuddy Meers.

Sam Johnson (Man - Sex with the Censor; Bartender - Drinking Problem) 
comes to us from a music background. He performed with Colla Voce of 
the Sierras as a bass, loving the beautiful music they made as a ‘family’. 
He especially enjoyed the more spirited and humorous roles in their 
productions. He’s always wanted to try theater, but time was too limited 
while working as a physician for thirty years. So he patiently waited for his 
first role and is now appearing with Sierra Stages as “the Man” in Sex and 
the Censor. Yep, first role in theatre…ever…in his life...

Laura LeBleu (An Agent - The Contract) is thrilled to be back onstage 
with Sierra Stages after performing as Cindy Lou Who in Who’s Holiday 
and Texas in Cabaret. NYC credits include originating the lead roles of 
Laura in Laura’s Bush (Vital Theatre) and Jacqueline in Scalpel (NYC Fringe 
Festival), as well co-founding, producing, and performing with HonkBark! 
Theatre Company (A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Country Wife, multiple 
cabarets). Bay Area credits include roles with 42nd Street Moon, Aurora 
Theatre, Marin Shakespeare, Theatre Rhinoceros, Thrillpeddlers, a drag 
version of Buffy the Vampire Slayer, and more…most of it too cuckoo to 
describe in a bio. Laura won two Emmy Awards as a writer/producer/
actor with the now-defunct cable network, TechTV. Big shout out to all the 
amazing people who keep Sierra Stages going! 

Judy Merrick (Eliza - What We’re Up Against) is a theater artist based 
in Nevada City, with over 13 years of experience in NYC’s theater scene. 
She studied theater at USC, RADA in London, and AADA in NYC. Notably, 
she assistant directed the Broadway production of 4000 Miles at Lincoln 
Center. In Nevada City, she won Best Leading Actress from BroadwayWorld 
Sacramento for her role in The Moors. Judy directs children’s musicals, adult 
improv, and teaches summer camps with Lyric Rose, where she is a board 
member. She recently performed in RENT, Gold Can’t Love You Back, and 
Into the Woods. Upcoming roles include It’s a Wonderful Life with LeGacy 
Theater, Murder at the Holbrooke, and Puck in A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
with Lyric Rose Theatre, at The Center for the Arts in March. Love to Sky her 
family and her dogs.



ABOUT THE CAST
Hunter Reed (Ben - What We’re Up Against) is an actor and stage 
technician with decades of accolades on & off stage. He began treading the 
boards in Equity at age 9 and is currently the Theater Manager & Technical 
Director at Colfax High. He owns a farm with his lovely wife Christi, where 
they raise cows, chickens, pigs ... and their two little performers August and 
Nori!

Audrey “Andie” Schaffer (Woman - Sex with the Censor; An Actor - The 
Contract) is thrilled to perform in their first show with Sierra Stages. Andie’s 
credits include playing Fiona in Shrek the Musical, Jess in FCC’s Hookman, 
ensemble in Tim Miller’s Body Maps, and Launce/Dean in a traveling 
adaptation of Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona. Andie thanks 
their friends and family for always running lines with them and for their 
endless support. They send their thanks to Laura, their director, and Sam, 
their cast-mate, for a fun, experimentative, and creative rehearsal process 
that left Andie always feeling grateful to be in the theatre. 

Tea Wade (Weber - What We’re Up Against) is honored to be performing 
once again with Sierra Stages and they are feeling some type of way about 
living, once again, in Nevada County. Past roles with Sierra Stages include 
Third Letter Writer in Tiny Beautiful Things (dir. Sands Hall) and Timothy 
in Hand to God (dir. Sharon Winegar). Other favorite roles include Achilles 
in Troilus & Cressida, Bottom in Midsummer and Sir Andrew in Twelfth 
Night. They recently took their solo show MANDRILL (Shortlist: “Best Queer 
Performance” -BingeFringe) to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival and their 
debut CLOWNFISH (“Best of Fringe”, Nugget Fringe, 2019) is available 
to view online. They studied improv at UCB in New York. BFA: UC Santa 
Barbara. Social Media: @awadewithjamandbread   www.teawade.com

T.E. Wolfe (Stu - What We’re Up Against) is the creator and producer of 
A Word In Edgewise : Storytime For Grownups and The Afterglow radio 
programs on KVMR.  He has appeared in several Sierra Stages productions - 
most recently, Glengarry Glen Ross at the Nevada Theatre -  and co-hosts a 
stand-up comedy open mic with two very funny ladies twice a month at The 
Fern in Nevada City.  He also does karaoke, but has asked us not to include 
that fact in his bio. Oops.

https://www.instagram.com/awadewithjamandbread/
http://www.teawade.com
https://www.kvmr.org/show/a-word-in-edgewise/
https://www.kvmr.org/show/afterglow/


Laura LeBleu (Director) See actor bio.

Judy Merrick (Director) See actor bio.

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION TEAM

Holli Hiraoka-Hurst (Stage Manager) has worked behind the scenes in numerous theatrical
productions and has even appeared in a couple over the years. You may have seen her 
onstage in Joy Luck Club with CATS or seen her behind-the-scenes as the director for Honk! 
with Sierra Stages. A long time ago, she was awarded the Imagination and Creativity award 
at the Lenaea Festival, hosted by Sacramento State University. A native of Placer County, Holli 
now lives in Nevada City, with her spouse and enjoys reading, hiking and attempting to roller 
skate on occasion.

Scott Gilbert (Set Designer)  is pleased to be back working with Sierra Stages, having 
previously directed Glengarry Glen Ross, Cabaret, You Can’t Take It with You, and Blithe 
Spirit. Previously, he was the Artistic and Producing Director of The Foothill Theatre Company, 
directing many productions there and for the Lake Tahoe and Sierra Shakespeare Festivals, 
including Hamlet, The Taming of the Shrew, Othello, Noises Off, and Greater Tuna. Directing 
credits at theatres in Louisiana, Oregon, California and West Virginia include A Raisin in the 
Sun, Tartuffe, West Side Story, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Time Stands 
Still, The Mystery of Irma Vep, The Mousetrap, The Hostage, A Doll’s House, and many of 
Shakespeare’s plays. In Nevada County, he also recently directed The Great Leap for CATS. 
For ten years, he was on the theatre faculty at Louisiana Tech University, and he currently 
teaches acting at Cosumnes River College in Sacramento, where he recently created a newly 
devised production of The Comedy of Errors. Besides directing, he has worked extensively 
as an actor, fight choreographer, and scenic designer. He is a member of the Society of 
American Fight Directors and Actor’s Equity, has theatre degrees from Louisiana Tech and 
Oregon State University, and really loves the costume consultant!

Jilline Henderson (Prop Manager) was most recently backstage manager for Sierra Stages’ 
uplifting production of Honk!. She’s worked on a number of other shows including Sierra 
Stages’ delightful musical Guys and Dolls, their epic production of Sweeney Todd, the 
intimate production of Tiny  Beautiful Things, as well as Blithe Spirit, Cabaret, and Hand to 
God. She’s also collaborated previously with CATS on last year’s moving production of Snow 
Faling on Cedars, The Great Leap, the wonderfully funny Chinglish, and their sumptuous 
production of M. Butterfly.

Sands Hall (Director) previously directed Cheryl Strayed’s Tiny Beautiful Things for Sierra 
Stages, and is delighted to be involved in THE SHORTS. Sands’s experience as a theatre artist 
includes Directing (for the Colorado, Lake Tahoe, and Sierra Shakespeare Festivals and the 
Foothill Theatre Company amongst others); Acting (the Oregon and Colorado  Shakespeare 
Festivals, Old Globe Theatre, Foothill Theatre Company, amongst others); and Playwright 
(an adaptation of Alcott’s Little Women, and Fair Use, which explores the controversy 
surrounding Wallace Stegner’s use of the life and letters of Mary Hallock Foote in his 
Pulitzer-Prize winning novel, Angle of Repose). Sands is an award-winning novelist, memoirist, 
and essayist, as well as a singer/songwriter; she’s produced two albums and performs 
widely. www.sandshall.com

Hunter Reed (Lighting Designer) See actor bio.

Paulette Sand-Gilbert (Costume Consultant) has designed numerous Sierra Stages 
productions including Sweeney Todd, Blithe Spirit, Cabaret, Hand To God, You Can’t Take It 
With You, Dead Man’s Cell Phone and The Cripple of Inishmaan. For ten years, she has been 
a primary Costume Designer for the B Street Theatre in Sacramento. Formerly an Associate 
Artist with The Foothill Theatre Company, and Designer for the Lake Tahoe Shakespeare 
Festival. Credits include Hamlet, Urinetown, Evermore, Othello and The Taming of The 
Shrew. Other CA company credits include Capital Stage, Sierra Rep, Folsom Lake College, 
and Sacramento State University. When not designing, she is a local children’s theatre 
teacher and director for CFTA’s MainStage Playmakers, and is also the proprietor of www.
SANDbagsStudio.Etsy.com.

http://www.SANDbagsStudio.Etsy.com
http://www.SANDbagsStudio.Etsy.com
http://www.sandshall.com
http://www.SANDbagsStudio.Etsy.com.
http://www.SANDbagsStudio.Etsy.com.


Sierra Stages has been bringing quality community theatre to 
Nevada County for 16 years.

We incorporated in October 2008, and received tax-exempt status 
in March 2009. Our mission is to enrich the cultural life of Nevada 
County by providing high-quality, affordable, and accessible 
performances for everyone.

Now in our 16th season, we have presented or co-presented 48 
full productions at the Nevada Theatre, Off Center Stage, Miners 
Foundry Cultural Center, St Joseph’s Cultural Center, The Center 
for the Arts, and outdoors at The North Star House:  

Side by Side by Sondheim, The Sound of Music, How to Succeed  
in Business without Really Trying, She Loves Me, Into the Woods,  
Babes in Arms, Lend Me A Tenor, A Grand Night for Singing, 
Marry Me A Little, Old Explorers, A Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, 
Death of a Salesman, I Want It All: A Broadway Revue Celebrating 
Women, The Music Man, Assassins, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Avenue Q, Closer Than Ever, Company, Proof, Peter Pan, You’re A 
Good Man, Charlie Brown, Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike, 
The Producers, Falsettos, The Cripple of Inishmaan, The Last Five 
Years, Little Shop of Horrors, Dead Man’s Cell Phone, End Days, 
Chicago, Ordinary Days, A New Brain, Roald Dahl’s James and the 
Giant Peach, You Can’t Take It With You, Hand to God, Cabaret, 
The Thanksgiving Play, Blithe Spirit, The Bridges of Madison 
County, Tiny Beautiful Things, Sweeney Todd, The Moors, Guys 
and Dolls, The Drowning Girls, Glengarry Glen Ross, and Honk!. 
We also have co-presented eleven seasons of Theater by the 
Book play readings with the Miners Foundry (2013-2023) and The 
Nevada Theatre (2024) —more than 60 play readings and cabarets 
over eleven years!

We strive for quality in all aspects of our productions, while working 
with local actors, directors, designers, technical staff and musicians. 
The members of our board of directors are Erin Beatie, Heidi Grass, 
Laura LeBleu, JR Lewis, Keith Porter, Kirsti Powell, Hunter Reed, 
and Kevin Ross. Our interim executive director is Peter Mason.

SIERRA STAGES IS A NONPROFIT, 
TAX-EXEMPT COMMUNITY THEATRE. 
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2024 SEASON SPONSORS
Thank You to Our Contributors and Members - we are grateful to you!

Producer’s Circle ($1500 -$4999) Community Players Trust, Ron and Bobbie 
Cook, Monroe Lovelady and Rik Augustin, Peter A. Mason, Kimberly Shepard 
and Patrick Kleinhammer, Anonymous

Director’s Circle ($1000-$1499) Denis and Barbara Drew, David Painter and 
Sharon Winegar, George and JoAnne Rebane

Designer’s Circle ($500-$999) B&C Ace Home & Garden Center, Nevada 
County Virtual Tours, Audry and John Agle, Tom and Barbara Cross, Caryl 
Fairfull, Joan and Lance Goddard, Hindi Greenberg, Elizabeth Hammond, 
Samuel and Adele Mills, Lorraine Plagge, Randall Strossen, Virginia and Butch 
Thresh

Actor’s Circle ($250-$499) Terry Armor, Ron and Conni Barker, Cicely 
Brookover, Meg Christianson, Susan and Rod Fivelstad, Julie and Ken Hardin, 
Roger and Debby Henry, Judith and Michael Hill-Weld, Ann Hurst and Stephen 
McCray, Pete and Gloria Molin, Keith and Shirley Porter, Lynette Smith-James

Production Staff ($200-$249) Nancy Morehouse, Gordon Sakaue, Judy 
Seabridge, Cathy and Ray Shepherd

Stage Manager ($100-199) Beth and Jerry Biagini, Margaret Boylan, Sally 
Bratton, Terry and Karen Brown, Lou Ceci, Deborah Dearcos, Glennis Dole, 
Gwen Eymann & Wally Holtan, Barry and Bonnie Howard, Jeffrey and Susan 
Mason, John and Susie Monary-Wilson, Doug Morgan, Patti Painter, Ronnie 
Paul, Joann Ryan, Grace Suarez, Jeanne Thies, Kathleen Tuttle, Diane Walker

Friend ($50-99) Margaret A. Brewer, Jeanette Dunckel, Elizabeth Ely, Shelby 
Falvo, Greg and Connie Fowler, Lorraine Gervais, Theresa Houtman,
David Imgrund and Gerda Francesca, Patti Moore, Menkin Nelson, Joyce 
Pierce, Roger Poff, Robin Laverty-Reves, Paul Schierenberg, Blair Scott,
Katherine Scourtes, Janet Steinmann, Janet and Rawlin Trimble, Robin Wallace

Our list reflects gifts received after December 1, 2023 and as of September 15, 2024. We apologize in advance 
for any errors or omissions; please contact us at info@sierrastages.org so we can acknowledge you properly.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING SIERRA STAGES! THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING SIERRA STAGES! 
You can keep the good karma going by making a tax-deductible donation or You can keep the good karma going by making a tax-deductible donation or 

volunteering for a production. People like you keep our performances alive, so volunteering for a production. People like you keep our performances alive, so 
we hope to see you (and your friends) in the theatre for the next show! we hope to see you (and your friends) in the theatre for the next show! 

DONATE

VOLUNTEER
OR



THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS
For sharing your spaces, money and talents with us

VOICE LESSONS
(415) 350-6517 / samuel@embodyharmonics.com

Beginner to advanced CLASSICAL styles

Beginner to intermediate CONTEMPORARY styles

In-person lessons in Nevada City

Remote lessons available

Calling all business owners!
Spread the word about your business here. You can reach thousands of 

potential local customers who love the arts—just like you! 
Ads start as low as $75 per run of the show. 

Contact us at advertise@sierrastages.org for details.

https://embodyharmonics.com/
mailto:skywseals%40gmail.com?subject=Inquiry%20%28The%20Shorts%20Program%29
http://tinyurl.com/tmesthetics
http://nevadacountyvirtualtours.com
https://www.grassvalleyprinters.com/
https://www.sierrastages.org/uploads/4/6/5/0/4650427/2024_program_advertisments.pdf
http://trinaspillerdesigns.com


IMPROV CLASSES - THURSDAYS 6:30-8:30pm 
call/text +1 (213) 925-6333 (best) or GetYourImprovOn@gmail.com

THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS
For sharing your spaces, money and talents with us

https://www.thenationalexchangehotel.com/happenings/
https://www.instagram.com/dancebecausenc/
mailto:getyourimprovon%40gmail.com?subject=Improv%21%20%28The%20Shorts%20Program%29
mailto:christigc%40gmail.com?subject=Vocal%20Coaching%20Inquiry%20%28The%20Shorts%20Program%29
http://kennyandthecrickets.com


SUPPORT LOCAL ARTS
Coming Soon from our friends

http://www.offbroadstreet.com
http://www.lyricrosetheatre.com


Directed
by Sands Hall

LeGacy Presents at the Nevada Theatre 

November 29th through December 24th
www.legacypresents.com

https://www.inconcertsierra.org/2023-24-series-concerts
https://catsweb.org/
http://legacypresents.com


MARK YOUR CALENDARS

THEATER BY THE BOOK IS BACK! 
JOIN US AT THE NEVADA THEATRE.  

UP NEXT — Wednesday, October 16th 

The Lifespan of a Fact
Written by Jeremy Kareken and David Murrell and 

Gordon Farrell
Directed by Sandra Rockman

Follow us on social media or sierrastages.org for more details.

An Actress of No Importance
Directed by Kendall Tieck

Wednesday, November 13th

COMING SOON

https://www.sierrastages.org/theater-by-the-book1.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/theater-by-the-book1.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/theater-by-the-book1.html
https://sierrastages.thundertix.com/events/235176


ROBERTA FRANK THEATRE ARTS SCHOLARSHIP

In 2015, Sierra Stages established an annual scholarship in memory of local 
musician and actress Roberta Frank. The scholarship recognizes and provides 
financial assistance to deserving local high school students who wish to pursue a 
degree in theatre, technical theatre, or music or musical theatre. Sierra Stages is 
proud to be able to offer this scholarship to graduating local high school stu-
dents with a proven interest in any of the theatre arts. 
  
For more information, talk to the scholarship coordinator at your local high 
school or call Sierra Stages at 530.346.3210

CONGRATS TO OUR 2024 RECIPIENT - Olivia Herr!

JOIN THE EFFORT TO DEDICATE THE “BLACK BOX” THEATER 
that will be built as part of InConcert Sierra’s new performing arts 

and events complex in memory of KEN GETZ.

Co-founder of and music director for Sierra Stages. 
Tenor and communication coordinator 

for Sierra Master Chorale. 
Piano 4-hands “The Kens: Ken Hardin & Ken Getz.” 

Contributor, collaborator, patron, and visionary. 
FRIEND TO MANY!

To donate scan the QR code or visit 
inconcertsierra.org or sierrastages.org 

KEN GETZ BLACK BOX

https://www.sierrastages.org/roberta-frank-scholarship-application.html
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DIRECTORS’ NOTES
When Michele Nesbit asked me to direct this fall, I gave an emphatic yes—
delighted to work again with Sierra Stages. But as I started the script, I 
grew concerned: what was with all the women-bashing; how could this 
kind of talk go unchallenged? 

And then came a helpful hint: Theresa Rebeck chose to set the play in 
1992. 

By that point I was caught up in the brilliant swirl of Rebeck’s needy, flawed 
characters. But as I was about to turn the final page, aware of how many 
plates she’d set to spinning, I wondered how on earth she would land 
them. And with her final three lines, land them she does: a mirror held up 
to any time. 1992. 2024. 

What a pleasure it’s been to work with this outstanding cast. The more 
we rehearsed the more the script revealed its nuanced depths. I hope you 
enjoy the journey—and are as moved by it as we are.	

— Sands Hall

One of the joys of directing a Theresa Rebeck script is figuring out what 
the game is—who is angling to get what and how. She deftly shifts control 
from one character to the other and back again, keeping the audience 
off balance just enough. My two pieces are compact but potent plays for 
power and attention (the most basic form of love). Will these characters 
get the attention they need in the ways they need it? The fun is in finding 
out.

— Laura LeBleu

The Contract is more than a simple negotiation; it is a familiar commentary 
on the delicate balance of power, ambition, and morality. In directing 
this play, I was struck by its Faustian undertones, where the signing of a 
contract symbolizes not just professional success but the potential loss of 
one’s moral compass. Like the chess match with death in Bergman’s The 
Seventh Seal, this piece explores the tension of human desires and the 
ultimate price they demand. It invites us to consider: what are we truly 
willing to sacrifice for fame?

— Judy Merrick


