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And I know things now,
Many valuable things,

That I hadn’t known before:

Since 2008, Sierra Stages has been proud to bring a wide range of 
heartfelt, thought-provoking and entertaining plays and musicals to 
Nevada County–it is hard to believe, but Sense and Sensibility is our 
50th full production! However, all good things must come to an end, and 
we have decided to wind-up operations after our summer production 
of Present Laughter by Noël Coward. Two exciting developments have 
helped us make this decision.

First, our friends at InConcert Sierra are currently building a “black box” 
theatre as part of the new Crown Point Venues. The black box, to be 
named in memory of Ken Getz, will be an important asset for the local 
theater community for many years to come. We have an opportunity to 
support the black box and honor the founders of Sierra Stages - Ken Getz, 
Peter Mason, JR Lewis, Janet & Bob Rossman, Krista & Bob Thomas – as 
well as everyone in the community who has contributed to the success of 
Sierra Stages.

Second, we have an opportunity to support a new organization, Sierra 
Theatre Company, that will bring a fresh vision and renewed energy to 
local theater. Sierra Theatre Company, which is made up of many of the 
people who have worked with Sierra Stages, will co-present our summer 
production of Present Laughter and present our “Theater by the Book” 
play reading series beginning in August. We are excited by the possibilities 
of a new community theater and invite everyone to give their full support 
to Sierra Theatre Company. Read more about Sierra Theatre Company on 
the inside back cover of this program!

Creating and bringing theater to our community over the past 16+ 
years has been a great pleasure and honor. We have been privileged 
to collaborate with hundreds of talented actors, musicians, directors, 
designers, technical theater folks and production staff and to share our 
work with enthusiastic and supportive audiences. Thank you!

With much love and gratitude,
All of us at Sierra Stages

The lyric at the top of this page is by Stephen Sondheim from the musical 
Into the Woods. Into the Woods, directed Robert Rossman and music 
directed by Ken Getz, was our first big production, co-presented with The 
Center for the Arts, in May 2010.
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SENSE AND SENSIBILITY
by KATE HAMILL

based on the novel by Jane Austen

The world premiere of SENSE AND SENSIBILITY was produced by Bedlam 
(Eric Tucker, Artistic Director; Andrus Nichols, Producing Director)

SENSE AND SENSIBILITY is presented by special arrangement with Broadway 
Licensing, LLC, servicing the Dramatists Play Service collection. (www.dramatists.com.)

Thank you to our 2025 Business Sponsors

SCENIC and SOUND DESIGN
SCOTT GILBERT

COSTUME DESIGN
PAULETTE SAND-GILBERT

PROPS MANAGER
JILLINE HENDERSON

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
HUNTER REED

DIRECTED BY
SCOTT GILBERT

MARCH 6 - 29 2025

FEATURING
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JOHN GARDINER       PAULETTE GILBERT 
KATIE KING        PAUL MICSAN        SARAH MUGRIDGE 
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Sense & Sensibility is presented in 2 acts with a 15 minute intermission.
Videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.



DIRECTOR’S NOTES
How amazing is Jane Austen? Her books, her stories and her characters, 
are more popular today then they were in her own time, over two hundred 
years ago. They are more popular then they were when I was a kid, forty 
years ago, being forced to read Pride and Prejudice in high school English 
class. There are multiple reprints and reissues of Austen’s work every year, 
big movies, multiple television series, and so many adaptations. Oh, the 
adaptations. Clueless, Bridget Jones Diary, Pride + Prejudice + Zombies, 
and literally hundreds more. Jane Austen rules.

But for all the people who love Austen, love her books, love the stories and 
art she inspired, there are even more people who are bored by her. Bored 
by the very mention of her name. Bored that they had to read her in high 
school, and annoyed by the people who love her outdated characters and 
romances so much. Jane Austen is so boring.

Which is it? Well, I know where I stand. Forced to read Austen in school, I 
immediately loved it, much to my surprise. The characters are so intriguing, 
the stories so engrossing, the prose so delightful. Well to me, they were. 
But it is also easy to see why so many people find her boring. Outdated 
societies, outdated attitudes about women and love, all expressed in 
outdated language. Sounds to me like, well, Shakespeare, actually. Who 
people also find boring. Or think is a genius.

In adapting Jane Austen for the stage, our bias is toward entertainment, 
and so is Kate Hamill’s, the playwright of our version of Sense and 
Sensibility. We want to bring to the audiences the amazing women, their 
romances, and the heartbreak and longing that Austen does so well. But 
we also want to show the silliness, the thrills, the ridiculous characters, 
and the sly humor. This is all a mighty undertaking for this amazing cast 
and crew. Ten actors, supported by so many invisible but talented people, 
strive to create a whole society, a whole world. These actors are doing 
everything they can to reach out, to connect, to entertain, and to never be 
boring. And they are doing it for the audience. For you. And, a little bit, for 
Jane Austen.

— Scott Gilbert, Director



THE PRODUCTION TEAM
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Director ..................................................................................................... SCOTT GILBERT

Stage Manager ...................................................................... HOLLI HIRAOKA-HURST
Costume Designer .......................................................... PAULETTE SAND-GILBERT
Scenic Designer ..................................................................................... SCOTT GILBERT
Lighting Designer .................................................................................. LES SOLOMON
Sound Designer .................................................................................. SCOTT GILBERT
Technical Director .................................................................................. HUNTER REED
Props Manager ............................................................................ JILLINE HENDERSON 
Special Features Builder ............................................................................ HANK MEYER
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Stitchers ........... GINA GRAY, ANN HENDRICKS DEBBY HENRY & LISA MARSH
Wardrobe Supervisor/Lead Dresser ..................................................... TORI LICHTI 
Dressers ...........  PAIGE CARTZDAFNER, AVA GRAHAM, KASSIDY (KAT) KELLY

House Managers ................................................ LETITIA DARLING, MANDY KELSEY
Production Manager ............................................................................. PETER MASON

THE NEVADA THEATRE, B STREET THEATRE, SACRAMENTO STATE DEPT. 
OF THEATRE & DANCE (AUDREY WALKER), COSUMNES RIVER COLLEGE 

THEATRE DEPT, CHRISTI COLOMBO, CAROLYN HOWARTH, LAURA 
LEBLEU, ALAN AND ALISON POMATTO, 

AND DALE GULLICKSON FOR MAKING THE CROQUET MALLETS!

THE CAST
IN ORDER OF FIRST CHARACTER APPEARANCE 

Mrs. Dashwood, Mrs. Jennings, Gossip ................................................ SARA NOAH
Elinor Dashwood ............................................................................................ KATIE KING
Marianne Dashwood ......................................................................... MICHELE NESBIT
Margaret Dashwood, Gossip, Servant, ‘Other Woman’ ........... URA FRYKDAHL
John Dashwood, Gossip, Lady Middleton ....................................... CHASE CONEY
Fanny Dashwood, Lucy Steele, Buttercup, Gossip ............. SARAH MUGRIDGE 
Edward Ferrars, Robert Ferrars, Gossip ......................................... CASEY BURKE
Colonel Brandon, Gossip ................................................................. JOHN GARDINER
Sir John Middleton, Thomas, Mrs. Ferrars, Doctor, Gossip ........ PAUL MICSAN
John Willoughby, Anne Steele, Gossip .................................. PAULETTE GILBERT

a



ABOUT THE CAST
Casey Burke (Edward Ferrars, Robert Ferrars, Gossip) is a triple threat; 
actor, comedian and handyman. You may have seen him on-stage; as Pirelli 
in Sweeney Todd or Nicely-Nicely in Guys and Dolls with Sierra Stages, or 
performing stand- up comedy around town. Normally cast as a villain or 
comic relief on stage, he is thrilled to finally be typecast as the romantic, 
awkward man he truly is. Most days he can be found backstage. He is the 
Technical Director for the Nevada Theatre and often gets wrangled into 
helping build sets and hang lights. He is grateful for his three cats and his 
loving, amazing, gorgeous, multi-talented and brilliant wife Heidi Grass who 
designed this program and is writing his bio for him.

Chase Coney (John Dashwood, Lady Middleton, Gossip)  is an enthusiastic 
local artist who has directed or performed in over 25 productions, notably 
as The Mastiff in The Moors with Sierra Stages, Eugene in Biloxi Blues with 
Legacy Productions, and Jerry in The Zoo Story with Quest Theatreworks. 
He also recently directed A Skull in Connemara. This, along with his position 
as a manager of the Nevada Theatre, has made him so prolific that director 
Scott Gilbert has almost stopped calling him “Casey.” He is grateful, as 
always, to be performing for his friends and community.

Ura Frykdahl (Margaret Dashwood, Gossip, Servant, the ’Other Woman,’ 
Lucy Steele’s Stunt Double) is 14 years old and a freshman at NUHS, where 
she is taking theater and dance. Ura began performing for audiences at 
age three, on tour with her parents’ musical group Faun Fables. She has 
performed in plays such as The Wizard of Oz (Dorothy), Peter Pan (Michael), 
The Music Man (Mrs. Paroo), Dalrymple McCalpin’s Make Believe (Fern), and 
Lyric Rose Theater Company’s Into The Woods (Little Red). She has also 
voiced many characters in Nickelodeon’s Toymation series. Ura is so happy 
and grateful to be a part of this show, making her Sierra Stages debut! 

John Gardiner (Colonel Brandon, Gossip) has performed in award-winning 
shows on the East and West Coasts for almost 40 years. Local credits 
include Snow Falling on Cedars, Glengarry Glen Ross, Tiny Beautiful Things, 
Blithe Spirit, Hand to God, The 39 Steps, The White Snake, You Can’t Take 
It With You, Resident Alien, A Thousand Clowns, Dracula and more. Other 
credits include Observe the Sons of Ulster Marching Toward the Somme, 
Merchant of Venice, As You Like It, Major Barbara, The Pope’s Nose and 
many others. John holds a BA in Theater Arts from Brandeis University. He’s 
a writer, outdoor enthusiast, photographer, and grandfather.

Paulette Gilbert (John Willoughby, Anne Steele, Gossip) is thrilled to be 
designing and performing for Sierra Stages AND her favorite Director/
Husband! She has designed numerous Sierra Stages productions—favorites 
include Glengarry Glen Ross, Sweeney Todd, Blithe Spirit, Cabaret, You Can’t 
Take It With You and The Cripple of Inishmaan. For eleven years, she was a 
primary Costume Designer for B Street Theatre in Sacramento. Previously 
she was an Associate Artist with The Foothill Theatre Company, and 
Designer for the Lake Tahoe Shakespeare Festival, where her credits include 
Hamlet, Urinetown, Evermore, Othello and The Taming of The Shrew. Other 
credits in California include Capital Stage, Sierra Rep, Folsom Lake College, 
Sacramento State University, and CATS. For the past 18 years she has taught 
and produced children’s theatre in Nevada County, including seven Main 
Stage Playmakers productions, and directing Sierra Stages’ A Play in 2 Days! 
workshops. Paulette is elated and grateful to be on stage as an actor, as it’s 
been nearly 10 years!



Paul Micsan (Sir John Middleton, Thomas Palmer, Mrs. Ferrars, Doctor, 
Gossip) is happy to be returning to Sierra Stages after playing Aaronow 
in Glengarry Glen Ross last year. Other Sierra Stages roles have included 
Nathan Detroit in Guys and Dolls, Roger De Bris in The Producers, and Sam 
Byck in Assassins. Other local performances have included Richard in Fuddy 
Meers with Upstart, Gallimard in M. Butterfly with CATS, the solo piece Thom 
Pain (based on nothing) with Quest, Senator Fipp in Urinetown with Foothill, 
and Felix Ungar in The Odd Couple with the GV Center for the Arts.

Sarah Mugridge (Fanny Dashwood, Lucy Steele, Buttercup, Gossip) This is 
Sarah’s first production with Sierra Stages and she is delighted and humbled 
to be working with such a talented cast and crew! She has a long history 
performing with community theaters and universities, with favorite roles 
including Cousin Hebe/US Josephine in HMS Pinafore; Miep Gies in The 
Diary of Anne Frank; and Mary/Zuzu in It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio 
Play. Sarah is eternally grateful to her partner, Alexander, for supporting her 
through this experience, and their dogs, Woodrow and Stevie, for inspiring 
her portrayal of a hound dog.

Michele Nesbit (Marianne Dashwood) is thrilled to return to the stage as 
Marianne. For the past nine years, she has passionately dedicated herself 
to acting, producing, directing, and writing for local theatre. She fondly 
recalls her first role with Sierra Stages as an angsty goth teenager in the 
2017 production of End Days, a performance that solidified her love for 
storytelling. Since then, she has enjoyed collaborating with a talented and 
supportive creative community, embracing new challenges both on and off 
stage. Michele is especially excited to continue working with her team at 
Sierra Stages as they embark on their next adventure with Sierra Theatre 
Company this summer.

Sara Noah (Mrs. Dashwood, Mrs. Jennings, Gossip) is overjoyed to be 
performing Jane Austen for the first time. Favorite roles include MaryJohnny 
in A Skull in Connemara, Mrs. Lovett in Sweeney Todd, Jack’s Mother in Into 
the Woods, Princess Puffer in Drood, Sally in Talley’s Folly, Helena Alving 
in Ghosts, Nelly Windrod in The Rimers of Eldritch, and her first title/lead 
role in 4th grade: The Cross Princess. She has been involved in the theater 
for most of her life as an actress, writer, producer, teacher, and director. 
Her education includes a Bachelor’s Degree in Acting Performance from 
Willamette University, study with the University of London’s American 
Heritage Program, an Acting Internship with Virginia Stage Company 
(Norfolk, VA), and a Master’s Degree in Theater from San Jose State 
University. She currently enjoys teaching and directing at Bear River High 
School. When she’s not working, she enjoys spending time visiting national 
parks with her dreamy husband and with her wonderful children and 
grandchildren. She dedicates this performance to her daughter Sheila—this 
RomCom’s for you!

Katie King (Elinor Dashwood) is thrilled to join her first production with 
Sierra Stages and to return to the stage after a long hiatus. In her past life, 
she appeared in numerous plays, including Stage Door and The Miracle 
Worker, in her hometown of Houston, TX. Katie works in education and loves 
birding, living room dance parties, delicious food, her book club, and, most of 
all, her 6 and 3.5 year-old daughters and her husband, Joe.



Sierra Stages has been bringing quality community theatre to 
Nevada County for 16 years.

We incorporated in October 2008, and received tax-exempt status 
in March 2009. Our mission is to enrich the cultural life of Nevada 
County by providing high-quality, affordable, and accessible 
performances for everyone.

Now in our 17th season, we have presented or co-presented 49 
full productions at the Nevada Theatre, Off Center Stage, Miners 
Foundry Cultural Center, St Joseph’s Cultural Center, The Center 
for the Arts, The UnChurch, and outdoors at The North Star House:  

Side by Side by Sondheim, The Sound of Music, How to Succeed  
in Business without Really Trying, She Loves Me, Into the Woods,  
Babes in Arms, Lend Me A Tenor, A Grand Night for Singing, 
Marry Me A Little, Old Explorers, A Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, 
Death of a Salesman, I Want It All: A Broadway Revue Celebrating 
Women, The Music Man, Assassins, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Avenue Q, Closer Than Ever, Company, Proof, Peter Pan, You’re A 
Good Man, Charlie Brown, Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike, 
The Producers, Falsettos, The Cripple of Inishmaan, The Last Five 
Years, Little Shop of Horrors, Dead Man’s Cell Phone, End Days, 
Chicago, Ordinary Days, A New Brain, Roald Dahl’s James and the 
Giant Peach, You Can’t Take It With You, Hand to God, Cabaret, 
The Thanksgiving Play, Blithe Spirit, The Bridges of Madison 
County, Tiny Beautiful Things, Sweeney Todd, The Moors, Guys 
and Dolls, The Drowning Girls, Glengarry Glen Ross, Honk! 
and The Shorts. We also have co-presented thirteen seasons 
of Theater by the Book play readings with the Miners Foundry 
(2013-2023) and The Nevada Theatre (2024) —more than 65 play 
readings and cabarets over thirteen years!

We strive for quality in all aspects of our productions, while working 
with local actors, directors, designers, technical staff and musicians. 
The members of our board of directors are Erin Beatie, Heidi Grass, 
Laura LeBleu, JR Lewis, Keith Porter, Kirsti Powell, Hunter Reed, 
and Kevin Ross. Our interim executive director is Peter Mason.

SIERRA STAGES IS A NONPROFIT, 
TAX-EXEMPT COMMUNITY THEATRE. 
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2025 SEASON SPONSORS

Producer’s Circle ($1500 -$4999) Community Players Trust, Ron and Bobbie 
Cook, David Painter and Sharon Winegar

Designer’s Circle ($500-$999) B&C Ace Home & Garden Center, Meg 
Christianson, Joan and Lance Goddard, Ann Hurst and Stephen McCray, 
Nancy and Richard McRay, Lorraine Plagge, Kimberly Shepard and Patrick 
Kleinhammer, Robin Wallace, Dennis Westcot

Actor’s Circle ($250-$499) Terry Armor, Ron and Conni Barker Merrill Clarke, 
Susan and Rod Fivelstad, Hindi Greenberg, Roger and Debby Henry, Keith and 
Shirley Porter, Tricia Shelton, Lynette Smith-James

Production Staff ($200-$249) Laura LeBleu, Pete and Gloria Molin, Doug 
Morgan, Cathy and Ray Shepherd

Stage Manager ($100-199) David Bard, Cicely Brookover, Glennis Dole, 
Gwen Eymann & Wally Holtan, Julie and Ken Hardin, Kathy Hillis, Reid & Susan 
Luhman, Jeffrey and Susan Mason, Detlef and Thelma Osburg, Joann Ryan, 
Katherine Scourtes, Linda Starkey, Randall Strossen & Elizabeth, Hammond, 
Diane Walker, Carolyn and Bob Winters

Friend ($50-99) Victoria Banister, Peggy & John Brewer, Nelle Engoron, Debra 
Lamont, John and Susie Monary-Wilson, Nancy Morehouse, Camille Nowell,  
Gordon Sakaue, Henry Shires, Janet & Rawlin Trimble

Our list reflects gifts received after October 1, 2024 and as of March 10. 2025. We apologize in advance for 
any errors or omissions – please contact us at info@sierrastages.org so we may acknowledge you properly.

At Sierra Stages, fundraising has never been our strong suit. Yet, when we 
have asked our donors and our audience to contribute and support our work, 
the community always has responded generously. This support has made 
a huge difference in our ability to do plays and musicals that entertain and 
challenge our audience and everyone who works on our productions. Thank 
you to everyone who has donated to Sierra Stages and supported our work 
over the years, including the following 2025 season donors.

ROBERTA FRANK THEATRE ARTS SCHOLARSHIP

In 2015, Sierra Stages established an annual scholarship in memory of local 
musician and actress Roberta Frank. The scholarship recognizes and provides 
financial assistance to deserving local high school students who wish to pursue a 
degree in theatre, technical theatre, or music or musical theatre. Sierra Stages is 
proud to be able to offer this scholarship to graduating local high school stu-
dents with a proven interest in any of the theatre arts. 
  
For more information, talk to the scholarship coordinator at your local high 
school or call Sierra Stages at 530.346.3210

https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/contribute.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/roberta-frank-scholarship-application.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/roberta-frank-scholarship-application.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/roberta-frank-scholarship-application.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/roberta-frank-scholarship-application.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/roberta-frank-scholarship-application.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/roberta-frank-scholarship-application.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/roberta-frank-scholarship-application.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/roberta-frank-scholarship-application.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/roberta-frank-scholarship-application.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/roberta-frank-scholarship-application.html


ABOUT THE PRODUCTION TEAM

Holli Hiraoka-Hurst (Stage Manager) has worked behind the scenes in numerous theatrical
productions and has even appeared in a couple over the years. You may have seen her 
onstage in Joy Luck Club with CATS or seen her behind-the-scenes as the director for Honk! 
with Sierra Stages. A long time ago, she was awarded the Imagination and Creativity award 
at the Lenaea Festival, hosted by Sacramento State University. A native of Placer County, Holli 
now lives in Nevada City with her spouse and enjoys reading, hiking and attempting to roller 
skate on occasion.

Les Solomon (Lighting Designer) has been a professional stage manager and lighting 
designer for nearly fifty years. He was resident lighting designer for New York’s Symphony 
Space and The Lake Tahoe Shakespeare Festival. For many years he was an Associate 
Artist with the late, lamented Foothill Theatre Company. Sacramento theatres he has been 
associated with include Capital Stage, B Street Theatre and Sacramento Theatre Company. 
Other west coast theatres include The San Francisco Shakespeare Festival, the Jewel 
Theatre/Santa Cruz, Pacific Repertory Theatre/Carmel, Folsom Lake College, and Cal Poly/
San Luis Obispo. Last season he designed Glengarry Glen Ross for Sierra Stages and in April 
will design Where the Mountain Meets the Moon for CATS. He is a proud member of Actors’ 
Equity Association, the union of professional actors and stage managers.

Scott Gilbert (Director, Scenic and Sound Designer) is pleased to be back working with 
Sierra Stages, having previously directed Cabaret, You Can’t Take It with You, Blithe 
Spirit, and Glengarry Glen Ross. He was the Artistic and Producing Director of The Foothill 
Theatre Company, directing many productions there and for the Lake Tahoe Shakespeare 
Festival, including Hamlet, The Taming of the Shrew, Othello, Noises Off, and Greater Tuna. 
He has worked professionally at theatres all over the country, as a director, actor, fight 
choreographer, and scenic designer, with hundreds of productions to his credit. Locally, 
he staged The Great Leap for CATS. Scott is a member of the Society of American Fight 
Directors and Actor’s Equity, has Theatre degrees from Louisiana Tech and Oregon State 
University, teaches acting at Cosumnes River College, and really loves the costume designer!

Paulette Sand-Gilbert (Costume Designer) See actor bio

Hunter Reed (Technical Director) Hunter’s theatre journey began at 9 on-stage and evolved 
into a multifaceted career behind the scenes. He performed in productions like Falsettos, 
Oliver!, The Sound of Music, and To Kill a Mockingbird before shifting to technical roles, 
mastering sound, lighting, and design. Recent highlights include roles as Sky Masterson in 
Guys and Dolls and Ben in The Shorts, as well as lighting designer for The Drowning Girls 
(Sacramento Broadway World Award) and sound designer for Honk!. As theater manager and 
technical design specialist at Colfax High School, he mentors young artists. He is also proud 
to serve on the Sierra Stages board. Outside theatre, Hunter stays busy as a husband, father, 
handyman, tree pruner, and farmer in Grass Valley, raising hogs, chickens, and dairy cows.

Jilline Henderson (Props Manager) was most recently backstage manager for Sierra Stages’ 
uplifting production of Honk!. She’s worked on a number of other shows including Sierra 
Stages’ delightful musical Guys and Dolls, their epic production of Sweeney Todd, the 
intimate production of Tiny Beautiful Things, as well as Blithe Spirit, Cabaret, and Hand to 
God. She’s also collaborated previously with CATS on last year’s moving production of Snow 
Falling on Cedars, The Great Leap, the wonderfully funny Chinglish, and their sumptuous 
production of M. Butterfly.

Leo Hill (Stage Crew) is a college sophomore currently pursuing a career as a theatre 
technician. His specialties are in electrics and lighting but is willing and able to do anything as 
long as he doesn’t have to interact with the general public. He has worked for Sierra Stages  
as the stage manager for The Revolutionists, as crew on Guys and Dolls, The Moors, Sweeney 
Todd, and has also worked on a multitude of Bear River Community Theatre productions.

Hank Meyer (Special Features Builder) He builds things
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Kate Hamill (Playwright) A hundred-dollar bet with a friend started Kate Hamill’s playwriting 
career. In 2010 she was an aspiring actress frustrated by casting notices that all seemed 
to call for long-suffering girlfriends or bikini babes. “I got swiftly irritated by the dearth of 
good female roles in female-centric stories,” Hamill said. The friend was Andrus Nichols, 
co-founder of New York’s downtown Bedlam Theatre Company. Sense and Sensibility, her 
wildly energetic 100-dollar-bet-winning adaptation of the Jane Austen classic, was produced 
by Bedlam in 2014. Her balance of high theatricality and strict adherence to story, theme and 
sentiment won her acclaim with audiences, critics and the Jane-ites alike. Soon, other projects 
followed, and since 2017, Kate has been one of the most produced playwrights nationwide. 

Jane Austen (1775–1817)  is best known for her six major novels, which critique and comment 
on the British landed gentry of the late 18th century. She explores a society where a woman 
of “no fortune” could only secure her future through marriage, gossip fueled social life, and 
reputations hinged on rumor. Sense and Sensibility (1811) was her first major novel, followed 
by Pride and Prejudice (1813), Mansfield Park (1814), and Emma (1815). Northanger Abbey and 
Persuasion were published posthumously.

Paige Cartzdafner (Stage Crew, Dresser) is 23 years old and very excited to be working on 
another production with Sierra Stages! She’s been doing technical theatre work since she 
was 14, with experience in Stage Management, Backstage Management, Lighting Operation, 
Costume Assistance, and more! During the week, she works as the Art Coordinator for the 
NEO Youth Center, creating and planning art projects for young people to enjoy! She is so 
appreciative of all of the wonderful people who have helped her on her theatrical journey and 
encouraged her passion throughout the years!

Rita Dolphin (Assistant Costume Designer, Wig & Hat Design) is excited to join Sierra 
Stages’ production team for her first show at The Nevada Theatre. Rita holds a Bachelors of 
Music/Musical Theatre from The University of Miami. For over 17 years, she had an extensive 
professional career of performance and puppeteering, with credits including Broadway’s 
Avenue Q and Finding Nemo, The Musical. She now resides in Colfax and homeschools her 
two children. Rita wishes to thank Scott and Paulette for the opportunity to practice her art 
again, and her family for understanding the time it takes to make theatre magic.

Laura Windus (Costume Design Assistant, Lead Stitcher) has been sewing since childhood, 
creating everything from clothing and curtains to costumes and aprons. Recently, she 
expanded her craft to include quilting and theatrical costume design. Passionate about 
bringing garments to life with skill and creativity, Laura is grateful for the opportunity to 
contribute to her community through the art of sewing. A longtime resident of Nevada 
County, she is thrilled to be part of this theatrical endeavor and hopes her work helps 
transport audiences into the delightful world of Sense and Sensibility!

Ava Graham (Dresser) is back and ready to continue her theatrical journey at Sierra Stages 
with her most recent works being part of the costume crew in Honk! and usher for The Shorts. 
From her beginnings at Bear River High School as a technical theatre student, to her costume 
shop volunteer work at the Landers Theatre in Springfield, MO, she’s thrilled to continue 
spreading theatre magic in the town she grew up in. She wants to thank her family, friends, 
and the people at Sierra Stages for supporting her through this new chapter in her life.

Victoria Lichti (Wardrobe Supervisor, Lead Dresser) is excited to be working with Sierra 
Stages once again. After her first chance to work with the company for Guys and Dolls, she is 
looking forward to creating an amazing production along with everyone.

Kassidy (Kat) Kelly (Dresser) is excited to help with quick changes in Sense and Sensibility. 
She had a lot of fun hearing the story for the first time during rehearsal - she’s never read 
Jane Austen before! She’s previously worked on or been in It’s a Wonderful Life, A Skull in 
Connemara, Gold Can’t Love You Back, Clue On Stage, and Scrooge. Outside of the theater 
she enjoys crochet, playing games with her friends, baking, singing and writing. She’s  
recently taught herself to cross stitch and is working on her second project - a cross stitched 
interpretation of The Lovers tarot card.

a



SUPPORT LOCAL ARTS
Coming Soon from our friends

a

https://catsweb.org/
http://www.lyricrosetheatre.com
https://www.grassvalleyprinters.com/


JOIN THE EFFORT TO DEDICATE THE “BLACK BOX” THEATER 
at InConcert Sierra’s new arts and events complex in memory of KEN GETZ.

Co-founder of and music director for Sierra Stages. Tenor and communication coordinator 
for Sierra Master Chorale.  Piano 4-hands “The Kens: Ken Hardin & Ken Getz.” 

Contributor, collaborator, patron, and visionary. 
FRIEND TO MANY!

To donate scan the QR code or visit 
inconcertsierra.org or sierrastages.org 

aa

A PLAY IN TWO DAYS 
RETURNS THIS APRIL

A Two-Day Workshop for Children ages 8-14

Experience the excitement of producing a play 
from start to finish in just TWO DAYS! Re-
hearse and bring a script to life and then per-

form the play for friends and family!
New script + you = more fun!

visit SierraStages.org for more info

🎭 🎭

https://inconcertsierra.app.neoncrm.com/forms/ken-getz-donation-form
https://inconcertsierra.app.neoncrm.com/forms/ken-getz-donation-form
https://inconcertsierra.app.neoncrm.com/forms/ken-getz-donation-form
https://inconcertsierra.app.neoncrm.com/forms/ken-getz-donation-form
https://inconcertsierra.app.neoncrm.com/forms/ken-getz-donation-form
https://inconcertsierra.app.neoncrm.com/forms/ken-getz-donation-form
https://inconcertsierra.app.neoncrm.com/forms/ken-getz-donation-form
http://www.sierrastages.org
https://inconcertsierra.app.neoncrm.com/forms/ken-getz-donation-form
https://inconcertsierra.app.neoncrm.com/forms/ken-getz-donation-form
https://www.inconcertsierra.org/


THEATER BY THE BOOK IS BACK! 
JOIN US AT THE NEVADA THEATRE WED APRIL 23rd

UP NEXT
Wednesday, April 23rd

The Minutes
Written by Tracy Letts

Directed by Chase Coney

This scathing comedy 
about small-town politics 

and real-world power, 
from the author of 

August: Osage County, 
exposes the ugliness 

behind some of our most 
closely-held American 
narratives while asking 

each of us what we would 
do to keep from becoming 

history’s losers.

Follow us on social media or sierrastages.org for more details.

Wednesday, May 28th

Seminar
Written by Theresa Rebeck 

Directed by Sands Hall

In this biting and provocative Broadway comedy from Pulitzer Prize 
nominee Theresa Rebeck, innocence collides with experience as 

four aspiring young novelists partake in private writing classes with 
a recklessly brilliant and unorthodox instructor.

COMING SOON

https://www.sierrastages.org/theater-by-the-book1.html
https://www.sierrastages.org/theater-by-the-book1.html
https://sierrastages.thundertix.com/events/235176


Sierra Theatre Company is proud to continue the tradition of 
bringing affordable, accessible, and high-quality theatre to 

Nevada County. With a passionate and talented team at the helm, 
we are excited to carry on the legacy of delivering top-notch 

performances that our community has come to love and cherish.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE FUTURE AND ARE COMMITTED 
TO ENSURING THAT LIVE THEATRE REMAINS A VIBRANT AND 

ESSENTIAL PART OF OUR LOCAL CULTURE!

FIND US AT SIERRATHEATRECOMPANY.ORG

MEET THE SIERRA THEATRE CO.

HOLLI HIRAOKA-HURST
Resident Production 

Manager

ARIEL ELLIOT
House Manager and
Executive Associate

MICHELE NESBIT
Executive Director

LAURA LEBLEU
PR & Marketing Director

HEIDI GRASS
Creative Director

CASEY BURKE
Resident Technical 

Director

HUNTER REED
Resident Technical 

Manager

JOZI GULLICKSON
Production and Music 

Associate

CHRISTI COLOMBO
Resident Music Director

JILLINE HENDERSON
Resident Stage Manager

CHASE CONEY
Resident Dramaturg



COMING THIS SUMMER
July 10 - Aug 02 at the Nevada Theatre

As he prepares to embark on an overseas tour, star actor Garry 
Essendine’s colorful life is in danger of spiraling out of control. 

Engulfed by an escalating identity crisis as his many and various 
relationships compete for his attention, Garry’s few remaining days at 
home are a chaotic whirlwind of love, sex, panic and soul-searching. 


